
Self-Protection:  Hawaii Firearm Permit Process
A Helpful Guide for New and Existing Gun Owners

What kind of firearm 
do you want to 

purchase?

Buying a gun in the State of Hawaii can be a very confusing process.  This flowchart is meant to help clear up 
the confusion and wasted time.  Be safe.

Start

Hand-Gun
(Pistols & Revolvers)

Long-Gun
(Rifles & Shotguns)

A one-time FBI fee of $42.00 for 
RAP background/database check 

Take on-line Hawaii Hunter Ed 
Course offered by Dept. Of Land 

& Natural Resources (DLNR)

Receive Hunters Course 
Certificate via mail after 

successful course completion

Apply in person for long gun 
permit at Honolulu Police 

Department(HPD)

Wait 14 Days
(Make sure to pick up permit 

during available period).

Pick up Long Gun Permit at HPD
(Your Permit is good for 1-year)

Purchase your Rife/Shotgun at 
gun shop (Permit Required)

End

Take Firearm to HPD to register

Store in Safe/Location

 Complete on-line Hawaii Hunter 
Ed Course and Pay $19.50 fee to 
print completed course voucher 

Schedule instructor-led Hunter 
Ed Class offered by DLNR, bring 

course voucher.  No fee required

Buy/Order firearm at gun shop.
Get make, model, caliber, barrel 

length, and serial # on receipt

Apply in person for a permit to 
acquire handgun at Honolulu 

Police Dept (HPD).

Wait 14 Days
(Make sure to pick up permit 

during available period).

Pick up your Handgun Permit at 
HPD (Your Permit is good for 
each serial # purchase only)

Pick up your Handgun at gun 
shop (Permit Required)

https://www.hunter-ed.com/hawaii/
https://www.honolulupd.org/police-services/firearms/
https://www.honolulupd.org/police-services/firearms/
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